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1679 October 2, 1903 

MALTA. 

Malta fever — Cause and diagnosis. 

S. S. Malacca, Port Said, Egypt, 

Augmt 29, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 25th instant there was 
a short stop at Valetta, Malta, and that I embraced the opportunity 
to visit the military hospital, which contains over 300 patients, most 
of whom were afflicted with Malta fever. The principal medical 
officer went over a number of cases carefully, showing the tempera- 
ture and pulse chart, and discussing each one. 

The diagnosis can now be made at an early date by use of the micro- 
coccus melitensis after the method of Widal, and, as in enteric fever, 
the time at which rest and treatment begin makes a decided difference 
in the prognosis. There is no claim for a specific remedy, but the 
claim was made that with care and intelligent general treatment from 
the start the mortalitj^ had been reduced from 15 to about 2 per cent. 

The method of infection is still under discussion, but my informant 
was of the opinion that the specific organism is air-form and that it is 
inhaled. 

The patients did not appear to be very sick, but some of them were 
said to be classed as serious, whose appearance was not to me the least 
alarming. The tongues were very little coated; in fact, a light gray 
coat in the center, with clean edges, was said to be characteristic. I 
would think that the complications, with the possible exception of the 
intestinal, are practically the same as those of enteric fever. 
Kespectfully, yours, 

E. T. Sprague, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

MEXICO. 

Colomhian Government quarantines against Mazatlan. 

Consul Kaiser at Mazatlan reports, August 28, that the Colombian 
Government has issued a decree quarantining all vessels touching at 
Mazatlan, notwithstanding the fact that the port is reported clean. 

Reports from Progreso and Merida — Yellcno fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports as follows: Week ended 
September 13, 1903. Present officially estimated population, 8,000; 
number of deaths, 7. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, fairly good. In Merida 44 deaths were reported for 
period from July 6 to 10, inclusive, including 3 from yellow fever. 
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Bills of health were issued to the following- named vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Destination. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of xi.,™ko, nt 
na.wenirprs Number Of 
from'ni?iP*^engers 



Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 



Sept. 6 I Monterey 1 
11 I Hispaniai>. 
11 I Use. 



New York , 
Galveston . 
Mobile 



12 ; Dagbjorg : do. 




o Only partial inspection, becau.se hours of arrival and departure did not permit daylight inspection. 
^ Three cases malarial fever at time of inspection. 

Week ended September 21, 1903. One case of yellow fever, 1. 
Number of deaths from other causes, 6. Prevailing disease, malarial 
fever. The one case of j'ellow fever now here was reported Septem- 
ber 17, and is the only case this month to date. General sanitary con- 
dition of this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. i ^^^^^"^ 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 1 P^<^ 
passengers: "jfgn^** 
in transit. j^J^'» 


Sept. 13 
14 


Esperanza 


New York . 94 


35 


<in ft 




New Orleans ' 27 

do i 8 




14 


Kmma « . 


: n 


18 




do ... .1 38 








19 




New York ! 17 











a These vessels not sailing within forty-eight hours of first inspection were subjected to second 
inspection and second bill of health was issued to each, the first bill of health being recalled. 



Jie^07't from Tampleo — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever — Increase 
%n. number of mosqxdtoes — YeUow-fever infection on Gulf and Mon- 
terey Railroad. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon Lippincott reports, Septem- 
ber 14, as follows: 

Week ended September 12, 1903— 

Bills of health issued 6 

Ve.ssels inspected and passed 4 

Vessels disinfected and passed 2 

Personnel of crew 175 

Passengers 4 

Baggage pieces. . 4 

During the week there were 8 new eases of yellow fever officially 
reported, and 6 remaining from previous week made a total of 14 cases 
for the week ended September 12, 1903. 

There were 27 deaths from all causes, of which 7 were from j^ellow 
fever, 2 from tuberculosis, and 18 from noncontagious causes. 

The situation at this port apparently shows a decided improvement, 
although from recent rains there is an increase of mosquitoes. 

All points on the Monterey and Mexican Gulf Railroad, as far north 
as Linares, are still infected in an epidemic form, while there seems to 
be some improvement both in the Huasteca and at Ciudad Valles. 



